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Introduction  

These  multidisciplinary  essays  give  a  new  perspective  on  the  Anglo-­‐‑American  presence  in  
Florence  during  the  long  nineteenth  century.  As  is  well  known,  throughout  the  century  
Florence  was  an  important  cosmopolitan  hub  of  Europe,  and  the  presence  of  Anglo-­‐‑
American  visitors  in  the  city  has  already  been  examined  in  numerous  publications.  The  
essays  collected  here  present  a  new  angle  by  examining  the  relationship  and  interaction  
that  Americans,  in  particular,  had  with  Florentines  and  other  foreigners  visiting  or    
residing  there.  The  essays  provide  a  different  reading  and  interpretation  of  American  
presence  in  Italy,  one  that  replaces  the  idea  that  insists  on  their  socio-­‐‑cultural  isolation  into  
English-­‐‑speaking  colonies  detached  from  Florentine  society,  which,  without  a  doubt,  
provides  the  opposing  reality  of  their  Florentine  experience.  These  essays,  instead,  look  at  
the  intellectual  and  cultural  exchange  that  occurred  in  the  cosmopolitan  social  circles,    
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where  class-­‐‑conscious  Americans  found  their  place  among  foreign  and  Florentine  nobility.    
Thematically  the  essays  cover  such  topics  as  exchange  of  ideas  and  politics;  the  inspiration  
for  the  creation  of  American  art  works;  the  attending  and  hosting  of  cosmopolitan  salons;  
and  the  renewed  sense  of  identity  that  Americans  reassessed  through  participation  in  
nineteenth-­‐‑century  cosmopolitan  life  in  Florence.    

The  original  idea  for  an  essay  collection  that  would  focus  on  British  and  American  
interaction  with  Florentine  realities  stemmed  from  discussions  with  Professor  Valeria  
Bruni,  to  whom  we  are  grateful  for  the  initial  participation  and  contribution  to  the  original  
conception  of  the  project;  we  regret  that  she  was  unable  to  continue  working  on  the  
project.  Since  then,  the  idea  has  matured  and  undergone  many  changes  before  it  found  its  
final  expression  through  these  essays  that  offer  testimonies  of  the  depth  of  American,  and  
British,  involvement  in  Florentine  society.  The  essays  provide  a  fresh  approach  and  
include  new  material  on  nineteenth-­‐‑century  transatlantic  dialogue  between  Italy  and  the  
United  States.  

  
  
  Sirpa  Salenius                            Elise  M.  Ciregna  
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